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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4026

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lovick, Bush, MMhan, Boldt, Quall, M elke,
Schindler, Hatfield, MDonald, Kristiansen, Talcott, N xon, Mastin,
Pflug, Roach, Priest, Newhouse, Hol nmgui st, Chandler, Bailey and O cutt

Read first tinme 04/11/20083. Referred to Conmttee on State
Gover nnent .

TO THE HONORABLE GARY LOCKE, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON.

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |l egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The United States is currently engaged in a war on
terrorismin response to the attacks of Septenber 11, 2001; and

VWHEREAS, The Arned Forces of the United States are currently
engaged in a canpaign to disarm the reginme of Saddam Hussein and
i berate the people of Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, On June 1, 1774, the Virginia House of Burgesses called
for a day of fasting and prayer as an expression of solidarity with the
peopl e of Boston who were under siege by the eneny; and

WHEREAS, On March 16, 1776, the Continental Congress, recognizing
that the "Liberties of America are imm nently endangered” and the need
"to acknowl edge the overruling Providence of God," called for a day of
"Hum | i ation, Fasting and Prayer"; and

VWHEREAS, On June 28, 1787, during the debate of the Constitutional
Convention, Benjam n Franklin, convinced of God's intimate invol venent
in human affairs, inplored the Congress to seek the assistance of
Heaven in all its dealings; and
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VWHEREAS, On March 30, 1863, in the mdst of the Cvil War, Abraham
Li ncol n, at the bequest of the Senate, and hinself recogni zing the need
of the Nation to hunble itself before God in repentance for its
national sins, proclained a day of fasting, prayer, and humliation
and

VWHEREAS, On March 27, 2003, The House of Representatives of the
Congress of the United States, in the tradition of George Washington
who acknow edged that freedomis the gift of God Almghty and liberty
the greatest of all earthly blessings, passed H R 153 by a vote of
369-49 requesting that the President designate a day for humlity,
prayer, and fasting for all the people of the United States; and

VWHEREAS, All of the various faiths of the people of the United
States have recognized, in our religious traditions, the need for
fasting and hunbl e supplication before Providence; and

WHEREAS, Hum lity, fasting, and prayer in tinmes of danger have | ong
been rooted in our essential national convictions and have been a neans
of producing unity and solidarity anong all the diverse people of this
Nation as well as procuring the enduring grace and benevol ence of God;
and

WHEREAS, Through prayer, fasting, and self-reflection, we my
better recognize our own faults and shortcom ngs and submt to the
wi sdom and | ove of God in order that we may have gui dance and strength
in those daily actions and deci sions we nust take; and

VWHEREAS, Dangers and threats to our Nation persist and, in this
time of peril, it is appropriate that the people of the United States,
| eaders and citizens alike, seek guidance, strength, and resolve
t hrough prayer and fasting;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Governor should issue a procl amati on:

(1) Designating a day for humlity, prayer, and fasting for al
peopl e of Washington State; and

(2) Calling on all people of Washington State:

(a) To observe the day as a tinme of prayer and fasting;

(b) To seek guidance fromGod to achi eve a greater understandi ng of
our own failings and to learn how we can do better in our everyday
activities; and

(c) To gain resolve in neeting the challenges that confront our
Nat i on.
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1 BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
2 transmtted to the Honorable Gary Locke, Governor of the State of
3 Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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